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What motivated a small multiracial force of Cape-born soldiers - whites, coloureds and Malays

- to put up such stiff resistance at the Battle of Blaauwberg in 1806, in spite of odds so

overwhelming that even some long-serving professional soldiers broke rank and ran? This was

the intriguing question that launched author Willem Steenkamp's research. It was an

investigation which eventually took him back to 150 years before Jan van Riebeeck landed at

the Cape in 1652, and involved examining the social as well as the military history of the Cape.

What Steenkamp discovered differs from what most South Africans think about that period,

and he corrects a number of serious misconceptions not only about the soldiers of 1510-1806

but about the social and political development of the Cape. For students of the Napoleonic

Wars, the book provides new information about a forgotten aspect of that conflict; for the

ordinary reader here is a story no-one has ever told before in its entirety. Assegais, Drums and

Dragoons: A Military and Social History of the Cape is a well-researched and fascinating

account that now illuminates a previously lightless corner of South African military history

Descended from a 1690s-era solider, Willem Steenkamp is a writer, journalist and specialist

tour guide who has also been a solider, a security advisor and a director of military tattoos and

other spectacles, among several other things. Since childhood he has been absorbing the

Cape's history from family stories (one of his ancestors was a hero of the Battle of

Blaauwberg) and voluminous reading. And yes, he actually has fired flintlock muskets and

muzzle-loading cannon. Willem lives in Cape Town.



Description‘This book is about the genesis of the South African foot soldier of today – that

small, usually dirty, frequently over-tired and often hungry figure – without whom an army

cannot ring the gong of victory. He did not spring up full-grown out of the ground. He grew to

what he is today through an evolutionary process that took several centuries.’Major-General

Jack Turner & Brigadier-General John LizamoreWhat motivated a small multiracial force of

Cape-born soldiers – whites, coloureds and Malays – to put up such stiff resistance at the

Battle of Blaauberg in 1806, in spite of odds so overwhelming that even some long-serving

professional soldiers broke rank and ran? This was the intriguing question that launched author

Willem Steenkamp’s research. It was an investigation which eventually took him back to 150

years before Jan van Riebeeck landed at the Cape in 1652, and involved examining the social

as well as the military history of the Cape.What Steenkamp discovered differs from what most

South Africans think about that period, and he corrects a number of serious misconceptions

not only about the soldiers of 1510-1806 but about the social and political development of the

Cape. For students of the Napoleonic Wars, the book provides new information about a

forgotten aspect of that conflict; for the ordinary reader here is a story no-one has ever told

before in its entirety.Assagais, Drums and Dragons: A Military & Social History of the Cape is a

well researched and fascinating account that now illuminates a previously lightless corner of

South African military history.Descended from a 1690s-era VOC soldier, Willem Steenkamp is

a writer, journalist and specialist tour guide who has also been a soldier, a security advisor and

a director of military tattoos and other spectacles, among several other things. Since childhood

he has been absorbing the Cape’s history from family stories (one of his ancestors was a hero

of the Battle of Blaauwberg) and voluminous reading. And yes, he actually has fired flintlock

muskets and muzzle-loading cannon. Willem lives in Cape Town.QuotesWithout their history,

cultures doom themselves to remain trapped in the most illusionary tense of all, namely the

present. For, when trapped in the present, you become akin to a child. You know not whence

you came, nor whither you go.— CICERO, 64 BCEvery man thinks meanly of himself for not

having been a soldier.— DR SAMUEL JOHNSONThe boundaries of a nation’s greatness are

marked by the graves of her soldiers.— NAPOLEON ILet us be clear about three facts. First, all

battles and all wars are won in the end by the infantryman. Secondly, the infantryman always

bears the brunt. His casualties are heavier, he suffers greater extremes of discomfort and

fatigue than the other arms. Thirdly, the art of the infantryman is less stereotyped and far

harder to acquire in modern war than that of any other arm …The infantryman has to use

initiative and intelligence in almost every step he moves, every action he takes on the battle-

field. We ought therefore to put our men of best intelligence and endurance into the Infantry.—

FIELD-MARSHAL EARL WAVELLTitle PageASSEGAIS, DRUMSAND DRAGOONSA Military

and Social History of the Cape1510–1806Willem SteenkampJONATHAN BALL

PUBLISHERSJOHANNESBURG & CAPE TOWNForewordFOREWORDThis book stemmed

from a request to the author by the South African Infantry Association that he write an informal

history of the South African infantryman of all races through all the eras of this country. The

association’s requirements were not onerous, but they were very much to the point.Firstly, the

book must be neither a learned treatise on warfare nor a military history textbook. Instead, it

must be as readable as possible for both the dedicated military specialist and anybody else,

whether of military background or not, who has an interest in the subject – particularly South

Africa’s soldiers and ex-soldiers themselves.Secondly, it must not be a hagiography but an

attempt to tell the South African infantry story through the ages, without fear or favour. Thirdly,



it must tell the story of events, not the exploits of individual regiments, except where this is

necessary.The end result, so it was hoped, would be a narrative, told in an entertaining but

instructive way, of South African infantrymen of all races and nations throughout the recorded

social history of our country, and in the context of that history.That was the original intention.

Not long after undertaking this task, however, it was apparent that the story of how the South

African infantry soldier came to be was more complicated than it appeared, and that to

compress the entire story into one volume would be a fruitless exercise.If it was to serve any

real purpose it must start by illuminating a largely lightless corner in South African military

historical writing – the period between the 16th century, when parts of what is now South Africa

first connected with the outside world, and the beginning of the 19th century, the opening years

of what might be called the pre-modern era.During that period a basic footprint was trodden

into the sub-continent’s soil as a symbiosis began to take place between indigenous warriors

and soldiers trained in European doctrine which was to reach full flower in the 19th

century.What this book is about, therefore, is the genesis of the South African foot soldier of

today – that small, usually dirty, frequently over-tired and often hungry figure – without whom

an army cannot ring the gong of victory and in warfare there is no second prize. He did not

spring up full-grown out of the ground at the wave of some magician’s wand. He grew to what

he is today through an evolutionary process, both social and military, that took several

centuries.The book has another aim, which is to foster the respect that real fighting soldiers

often conceive for one another after they have laid down their arms, a respect that transcends

differences of race, religion and belief that politicians, propagandists and others seek to keep

alive to serve their own base purposes. They have yet to learn that if you unfairly denigrate

your former enemy, you denigrate yourself in the process as well.It is definitely not the final

word on the subject, because there is a great deal that South African military historians have

yet to unearth, about both the distant and the recent past. So this book must be seen for what

it is, the starting point of a process, and it is hoped that it will serve as a reference work for

future military authors delving into the many aspects of our military heritage which remain

largely or totally untouched.Major-General Jack TurnerHONORARY PRESIDENT, SA

INFANTRY ASSOCIATIONBrigadier-General John LizamoreNATIONAL CHAIRMAN, SA

INFANTRY ASSOCIATIONIntroductionINTRODUCTIONWhen the South African Infantry

Association asked me in 2006 whether I would be interested in writing a book about the South

African infantryman, it set in motion a sequence of events for which I had been preparing

myself in any case.In January that year I had directed a bicentenary re-enactment of the Battle

of Blaauwberg, and it had raised a question for which I had no clear answer. The fiercest

resistance to the overwhelmingly larger invading British force in 1806 had come not from

Lieutenant-General Jan Willem Janssens’ foreign regiments but from a strangely assorted

mixture of French sailors, Batavian light horse gunners – and a multiracial army of Cape

soldiers: white citizen-warriors from Swellendam, a regiment of coloured infantrymen and a

contingent of Malay artillerymen.Soldiers, particularly volunteers, only fight hard when they are

motivated. What motivated the Cape men? I realised I was about to set out on a little reverse

engineering when I was approached by the Infantry Association. That provided the spark, and

what I discovered resulted in a picture which was considerably different from that painted by

various historians of the past.The result is this book. It is a mixture of social and military history

because the men who stood fast on that day of terrifying conflict were shaped by a bewildering

variety of influences and events that went back to the beginning of the 16th century. No doubt

some readers will take exception to certain statements. All I can say in my defence is that I

have gone where the facts have led me.I have taken the infantry concept to its full extent, to



include both foot and mounted soldiers. There is also a good deal about the artillery in it

because the infantry and artillery of those days served in close coordination – just as the

armour and infantry work intimately together in modern times.Some readers will be

disappointed that there is little mention of the great tribal armies of yore in the book. The

reason is that the period of the great tribal wars falls outside the time frame within which I

worked. All going well, I shall address that matter in another volume; it is a fascinating and

vitally important subject about which comparatively little has been written.Finally, many hands

helped to build this book. They include Colonel Lionel Crook, South Africa’s foremost artillery

historian; Commander Gerry de Vries, founder of the Cannon Association of South Africa;

Captain Peter Digby, curator of the Transvaal Scottish Regimental Museum, and a fine

historian in his own right; Lieutenant-Colonel Paul Grobbelaar, our greatest expert on the early

Cape military forces; Dr Dan Sleigh, the most knowledgeable historian on the early Cape (and

the man who first got me interested in Blaauwberg as far back as 1977); and veteran historian

Commander MacIan Bissett, a constant source of information.Then there was Mr Natie Greeff,

the ever-helpful curator of the Castle Military Museum; Dr Geoffrey Tribe, who is a scientist by

profession but has a passionate interest in the old days; Brent Best, a fine photographer and

computer expert, who provided invaluable help with the illustrations; Bill Smuts, an old

Blaauwberg enthusiast and cartographer; artist James Berrangé; and Mogamat Hartley and

Kammie Kamedien, whom I frequently consulted about the Malay artillerymen of Blaauwberg. I

would also be remiss if I failed to mention the indefatigable Ms Louise Jooste of the SANDF

Documentation Centre, who supported me from the start; and the committee of the Infantry

Association, among them Major-General Deon Mortimer, who made sure I kept going, and

Brigadier-General John Lizamore, who gave me a great deal of encouragement.Last but not

least, I would like to give honourable mentions to my wife Andrea, who provided truly vital help

with my research and somehow did not get sick and tired of the seemingly endless saga; my

publisher, Jonathan Ball and his staff; my editor, Jonathan Downs, a historical writer himself

who did a wonderful job of editing the manuscript; and many others, too numerous to

name.Willem SteenkampChapter 1 – A Golden Thread is WovenCHAPTER 1A GOLDEN

THREAD IS WOVENMany historians date the founding expedition of South Africa to 1652, the

year when Jan van Riebeeck arrived at the Cape of Good Hope to establish a ship-repair

facility and replenishment station for the Dutch East India Company – better known as the

VOC.1 Here the trading ships could call in on their arduous voyages between the Netherlands

and the Company’s main trading outpost at Batavia, on the island of Java in today’s

Indonesia.However the first strand of that golden thread which winds its way through the

chronicles of South Africa’s past was woven long before Van Riebeeck set foot on the shores of

Table Bay. Historical beginnings can be obscure because they are so often a confluence of

different events, large or small; but here we can find four such events which bind the era of the

assegai to that of today.The first was a small but bloody action fought in 1510, almost a century

and a half before Van Riebeeck’s arrival. At that time Portugal was a major maritime trading

nation, its intrepid sailors, fishermen and merchants ranging far and wide in their tiny ships,

braving a seemingly endless stream of hair-raising perils, some foreseeable and others not, to

establish outposts in the distant corners of the Far East – even as far as the inscrutable and

strongly isolationist land of Japan. There they traded in a wide variety of goods, including the

pepper, nutmeg and other exotic spices for which Europe had such an apparently inexhaustible

appetite.By the beginning of the 16th century the Portuguese were well established in the Far

East, and so it was that on 28 February 1510, a small return-fleet of three caravels heading for

home arrived in the bay to take on fresh water and provisions, after the long haul across the



Indian Ocean, as passing Portuguese ships had been doing for a number of years.The

commander of the fleet was the nobleman Dom Francisco d’Almeida, who had just spent five

years as the viceroy of all Portuguese-controlled areas on the Indian continent and in Ceylon

(today’s Sri Lanka). His fleet of three merchantmen, the Garcia, Belem and Santa Cruz,

anchored in the bay, probably in the vicinity of today’s Salt River, and D’Almeida sent ashore a

landing party which duly made contact with an impromptu reception committee consisting of

members of a local Khoina clan. It seems to have been an extremely cordial meeting; so

cordial in fact that, after successfully trading pieces of iron and cotton cloth for a few head of

livestock, a group of 12 or 13 sailors received permission to visit the clan’s kraal, which was

probably located near the present-day suburb of Mowbray. This second visit started in an

atmosphere as cordial as the first, the clan chief reportedly showing great friendliness, but the

amicable spirit did not last.The cause of the sudden breakdown in goodwill has long been lost

in the mists of time, and modern theories vary: historian Dr Dan Sleigh2 quotes Portuguese

records, which claimed that the Khoina had pilfered some goods – in response to which the

sailors abducted several children to persuade the locals to return the stolen items. Conversely,

Lieutenant-Colonel Dr Paul Grobbelaar,3 says that the sailors did not obtain the quantity of

fresh provisions they sought, and abducted a member of the clan to use as a bargaining-chip

to get more. Historian PW Laidler4 claims an entirely different version, that the sailors

negotiated with an individual for sheep, then conceived the idea of taking him back to the

flagship, dressing him in Portuguese clothes and showing him to D’Almeida before returning

him to shore. The Khoina concerned misunderstood their intention and called for help from his

clansmen. It has also been claimed that the intention was to take a local to Portugal by

whatever means, teach him Portuguese and then return him to the Cape to become a sort of

agent-in-place.Whatever the case, the Khoina did not take this lying down. A hand-to-hand

running fight ensued which did not end until the sailors boarded their boats, considerably the

worse for wear. On their return to the ships there was some debate among the officers as to

the correct reaction. Some took the view that the sailors were to blame and had got what they

deserved. Others insisted that the ‘insolent barbarians’ needed to be punished. At length

D’Almeida agreed to take a punitive force ashore the next morning, although not with any

enthusiasm; he was 60 years old, a considerable age at that time, and no longer really fit for

action. It was a fateful – and, in his case, fatal – decision.D’Almeida landed with about 150 men

who were well-armed with swords, lances and crossbows. It was a formidable force in the

circumstances, since the Khoina had no real distance weapons and at most probably

numbered no more than a few hundred, women and children included; but their headman (his

name, like the exact circumstances that sparked the incident, is now lost beyond recall) had

worked out an effective response. He did not attack the Portuguese on the beach, where their

crossbows could have been used to the best effect, but let them advance into the heavily

bushed coastal area. Eventually the Portuguese reached his kraal, which they found deserted

but for some children and a number of calves. Probably feeling considerably uneasy by now,

they rounded up the calves and set off back to the beach. Then the Khoina headman made his

move. About 150 of his men burst out of the bush and flung themselves on the Portuguese. At

first glance it might seem that the Khoina were unduly disadvantaged, but they were armed

with fire-hardened spears and poisoned arrows, and they made use of a veritable ‘secret

weapon’ that surprised and disconcerted D’Almeida’s men: trained fighting-oxen that could be

controlled by whistles or shouts. Above all, they were fighting in familiar terrain and were

experts at ‘veldcraft’.The Portuguese were hit by a phalanx of oxen, the Khoina spearmen

running behind and between them, effectively protected by the animals from any crossbow



bolts that might be fired before they could close in to stabbing range. The Portuguese, their

lethal but slow-loading crossbows almost useless against this sudden and controlled close-

quarters onslaught, set off in pell-mell retreat back to the beach. The Khoina kept up the

pressure, harassing them with further coordinated attacks. The Portuguese arrived at the

beach, having left a number of their shipmates lying dead, and were confronted by yet another

disaster: in their absence a stiff breeze had sprung up and the boats had returned to the ships.

Backs to the sea, they made a stand while the boats came back for them. But by then between

a third and nearly half had died (figures range from 50 to 65), among them D’Almeida himself,

as well as several other Portuguese of high birth.As battles go it was a minor affair, but a

noteworthy one. In the short term it was, needless to say, a great embarrassment to the

Portuguese, but its long-term consequences affected the history of all of southern Africa and,

in fact, territories much further afield. It conferred on the Cape Khoina an undeserved but long-

lasting reputation for ferocity, and led to strict enforcement of an earlier directive that banned all

Portuguese ships from landings on the lower part of the east and west coasts; this meant that

when the Dutch, English and French displaced Portuguese pre-eminence in the Far Eastern

trade in the early and mid-17th century, they had free use of the Cape for a replenishment-

point, and got to know it well.Five centuries later, the short, sharp clash between the Khoina

and the Portuguese still provides the military historian with some interesting food for thought.

The battle plan evolved by that almost forgotten headman, untutored though he was in

European military standards of the time, exhibited a sound grasp of what we would now call

the principles of war. He fought at a time and place of his own choosing (avoiding the beach,

where the Portuguese crossbows would have had the advantage), achieved complete surprise,

made good use of the terrain, attacked with maximum violence and speed, did not disengage

at any stage but maintained the momentum of the attack and skilfully deployed and

coordinated his combat assets, namely his infantry (the spearmen) and ‘armour’ (the oxen).The

plain fact was that the Portuguese, although doughty fighters themselves, were out-generalled.

As a result, a weak local force was able to vanquish a stronger foreign enemy in spite of the

theoretical advantages of the relative disparity in numbers (classically, attackers should always

significantly outnumber defenders) and the relative qualities of the weapons involved. It was a

scenario that in later centuries was to be repeated again and again in southern Africa.The

second strand in this golden thread was drawn a few decades later, when the Dutch nation

rose in rebellion against its Spanish overlords. From the early Middle Ages onwards the 17

provinces of the Low Countries (today the Netherlands and Belgium) had once been a fairly

independent outpost of the Empire of the Franks. In the 15th century the Low Countries

became part of the Habsburg Holy Roman Empire through the marriage of Mary of Burgundy

and Maximilian of Austria, who was later crowned Holy Roman Emperor in 1486. In 1555,

Maximilian’s grandson, Emperor Charles V, made the Low Countries over to his own son, who

later became Felipe (Philip) II of Spain.Philip, ruler of the mighty Spanish Empire, had no great

empathy with his subjects in the Low Countries, and in due course his rule over them suffered.

The Dutch were a generally peaceful but obdurate people with a history of resistance to foreign

domination that went back to the long campaigns of a tribe called the Batavi, waged against

the Romans in ancient times; over the years the various indigenous principalities, duchies and

bishoprics had developed a vigorous sense of national identity. In the process the area became

a hotbed of religious dissent during the Reformation, with Protestantism spreading fast among

them. Philip tried to stem the tide by massacring Protestants and unleashing the dreaded

Inquisition on the Low Countries – an ancillary aim being to curb the power of the native Dutch

nobility. This, however, only made a bad situation worse.The Spaniards were already as



unwelcome as foreign rulers could be. They levied heavy taxes and the Dutch loathed the

king’s efforts to centralise the ancient and highly devolved regional structures of government,

which dated back to medieval times and suited their free-spirited inhabitants. Moreover, the

Netherlands were occupied by thousands of arrogant and not particularly well-disciplined

Spanish troops who were in the habit of compensating for their low and frequently overdue pay

by making free with the lives and possessions of the local inhabitants.In 1568 a prominent

member of the native nobility – William I Prince of Orange, popularly known as Willem de

Zwijger (William the Silent)5 – assumed the leadership of what was to become a general revolt

against Spain. The Spaniards soon reconquered the southern provinces of the Low Countries

(today’s Belgium) but the seven northern provinces, led by Holland, proved a tougher nut to

crack. In 1569 they banded together under the terms of the Union of Utrecht; two years later

the States-General, which represented the provinces, abrogated its oath of allegiance to Philip

II and declared the independence of the Dutch Republic. Then followed eight decades of

intermittent warfare that eventually turned the Low Countries into a battleground for virtually all

the nations of Europe.At first sight it must have seemed a laughably uneven struggle: the vast

Spanish Empire pitted against a hastily formed federation of seven small provinces with hardly

any natural resources or defences between them. However, beneath the surface the picture

was considerably less clear-cut. The sprawling Spanish Empire was not as formidable as it

appeared, and the rest of Europe was badly disorganised, so that concerted action against the

upstart state was not easy. The Dutch, on the other hand, had a strong common purpose. In

addition, their extensive world-wide trading activities and a remarkably democratic system of

governance for those days had allowed them to accumulate vast wealth with which to finance a

long war.Just as important, they had the good fortune to produce a series of administrative,

financial and military leaders of high quality. One of these was Prince Mauritz of Nassau, who

had become stadhouder or titular head of the United Provinces in succession to his father,

William the Silent, assassinated in 1584. Mauritz was a child of the Renaissance, and his

particular interest was the reformation of his armed forces. His approach was to review the

entire body of military knowledge, starting with the military lessons learnt by the ancient

Greeks and particularly by the Romans – the first nation fully to grasp a key fact, over a

thousand years before Mauritz’s birth, that warfare was primarily a science, and should be

prepared for scientifically.He relied very heavily on the Taktike Theoria by the second-century

Greek author Aelianus;6 these writings set out an effective way of controlling infantrymen by a

combination of drill movements and commands which made it possible for a body of soldiers to

be brought to bear on a target with extreme precision. The decisive ‘teeth arm’ in Greek and

Roman times was the infantry and, very broadly speaking, wars were won mainly by steady,

well-disciplined, well-trained, well-handled foot-soldiers.7Mauritz and his think-tank distilled the

essence from the accumulated Greek and Roman wisdom, adapted it to the era of firearms

and worked out new battle drills, formations and tactics (one of his lesser-known innovations

was to standardise small-arms calibres, a great tactical and logistical boon, a given in today’s

armies). The result was the Staatse Leger, or ‘State Army’, undoubtedly the best military force

in the world at the time.The efficiency of the Staatse Leger was soon proven. The Dutch began

to win victories, culminating in the Battle of Nieuwpoort in 1600. Within a very short time there

was not one Spanish soldier left anywhere in the United Provinces. There were still evil times

ahead, but in 1648 the Spaniards finally signed the Treaty of Westphalia, which recognised the

de jure independence of the Dutch Republic.By that time, the third strand of the golden thread

had long since made its appearance on the loom. In 1594 nine Amsterdam merchants had

established a joint trading company and sent out a fleet to the Far East the following year, the



aim being to break the century-old Portuguese stranglehold on the pepper and spice trade with

Asia. The fleet was dogged by misfortune and the pepper it returned with barely covered

expenses. But it had proven that the Dutch could use the sea-route around the Cape of Good

Hope as well as the Portuguese – and the race was on.Between 1595 and 1601 at least 15

different companies despatched a total of 65 ships to the East. The money started flowing in,

and soon the companies were in fierce competition for the treasures of the spice trade.

However, their very success threatened to become a self-inflicted wound: in due course there

was an over-supply of pepper and spices, which forced the companies to slash prices to

dangerously low levels.This cut-throat competition posed an obvious danger both to

themselves and the Dutch war economy, but they could not bring themselves to do the obvious

thing and amalgamate. The situation was saved by the Dutch Government, which was acutely

aware not only of the economic danger but also of the fact that the companies were in no

condition to assist in the on-going war against the King of Spain (who also ruled Portugal at

that time).The result was that the companies came under irresistible official pressure to

amalgamate. On 20 March 1602, the States-General granted a charter to the Generale

Vereenigde Geoctroyeerde Oost-Indische Compagnie,8 or ‘General United East India

Chartered Company’ – today commonly, but not quite correctly, called the Dutch East India

Company, and generally abbreviated to ‘VOC’.The VOC consisted of six chambers, each

representing a former company, and a board whose directors grandly styled themselves the

‘Lords Seventeen’. Its renewable charter was valid for 21 years and stipulated that only the

VOC would be able to despatch Dutch ships to transact business anywhere east of the Cape of

Good Hope and west of the Strait of Molucca,9 an immense territory called the octrooy gebied,

or chartered area.There were various other provisions which do not concern this discussion,

except for one: the stipulation that the VOC would be allowed to maintain a military system

modelled on the Staatse Leger, build fortresses where necessary and conclude treaties with

local potentates – on the understanding that in time of war all its military assets would be at the

disposal of the Dutch Government. For the government, it was a sweetheart deal: in addition to

stabilising a vital contributor to the economy, the charter provided a second line of defence at

no cost to the nation’s coffers. This provision of the VOC charter was to have a decisive impact

on the development of the Cape and, eventually, South Africa.In these days of vast

corporations it is difficult to grasp the magnitude of the company that grew from the granting of

the charter. Today the Dutch claim that the VOC was the first multi-national company in history,

and they are correct. It toppled the Portuguese from their position of commercial supremacy in

the Orient, took over their monopoly of contact with Japan and overshadowed its French and

English equivalents. Its scale of operations was large even by today’s standards: in the 17th

century alone it fitted out nearly 1 700 ships, and by the mid-18th century employed 25 000

men at home and abroad, operating a network of trading, ship-repair and replenishment

outposts that extended from the Persian Gulf to the China Sea. Even at its demise in 1800, it

was still by far the largest trading company in the world. The importance of the huge amount of

money it brought into the Dutch economy, particularly during the perilous first half of the 17th

century, can hardly be exaggerated.However, that enormous inflow of wealth did not come

easily; to ply between the Netherlands and the outposts at Batavia and elsewhere, the VOC

fleets had to undertake long, circuitous and extremely hazardous voyages. In peace-time a

VOC fleet, typically consisting of anything from two to five ships, would depart from a port such

as Texel and head south, down the English Channel, past Portugal and the Cape Verde

Islands. In times of emergency, such as the Anglo-Dutch wars, the fleet would have to battle its

way through the inhospitable North Sea and proceed down the stormy west coasts of Scotland



and Ireland before taking on the Atlantic. To avoid the contrary winds and currents south of the

equator the ships would not hug the coast of Africa but follow a laid-down ‘wagon track’ across

the Atlantic which took them almost to the east coast of Brazil; when they reached the latitude

of 30 degrees south, they would swing eastwards towards the Cape of Good Hope.Voyages

were not only arduous but slow, since a typical VOC ship – even the fluyts,10 designed

especially for the East India trade – were built for carrying capacity rather than speed, and it

could take anything up to four months to make landfall at the Cape. The next leg eastwards

and then north-eastwards over the Indian Ocean could take another three months and required

precise navigation, no easy task with the primitive instruments then available11 or the ships

would find themselves heading irresistibly for parts they did not wish to visit, such as the pirate-

infested Straits of Molucca, for example, or the desolate west coast of the as-yet uncolonised

Australia.It is little wonder that one result of all this was the emergence of a protean breed of

seaman who took in their stride a range of dangers and difficulties that the modern mariner

would blench at. And they needed that strength and endurance, because the wear and tear on

both ships and men was tremendous. By the time the VOC fleets reached the Cape on the

outward journey the ships were leaking and usually in dire need of work on hull, masts and

rigging, water and provisions would be scarce, or foul, or both, and each ship’s company would

have been decimated by any one of a number of ailments, particularly that deadly enemy of

the blue-water sailor of yore: scurvy, caused by a lack of fresh food.It is hardly surprising that

the ill-health and loss of life on these journeys was frequently horrifying. It was not unusual for

a ship to have lost 15% or more of its crew by the time it reached the Cape, with many of the

remainder suffering a range of illnesses. This was not only tragic but dangerous, as a sail-

driven ship relied extensively on skilled manpower, and a seriously debilitated crew could not

operate a vessel properly. What the VOC needed was a half-way house, an outpost, but no

such place existed. Although VOC ships, like those of other nations, called in regularly at the

Cape on their way to and from Batavia, to collect fuel, replenish their water-casks, cut timber to

repair their vessels, nurse the sick and barter for fresh provender with the Khoina (who

developed into famously sharp bargainers), all of this was done on a strictly ad hoc basis.

There was no organised replenishment station.Then in 1647 the fourth strand was woven into

that golden thread when a VOC merchantman, laden with pepper, the Nieuw Haerlem, was

wrecked in Table Bay, near today’s Rietvlei.12 A total of 42 of the Nieuw Haerlem’s occupants

made it to shore and set up camp under two junior merchants (an all-embracing term denoting

anything from administrative officials to actual traders); these two merchants were Nicolaas

Proot and Leendert Jansz or Janzsen.Most of the Nieuw Haerlem’s cargo was salvaged, and

the survivors settled down to guard it until they and the pepper could be picked up. They

erected tents of timber and canvas for both themselves and the pepper, and constructed a

protective all-round earth berm with an impenetrable fence of dried thorn-bushes; they then

mounted small cannon on bastions built at strategic places along the earth-shelf of the berm.

The survivors spent the next 11 months in their fortified camp, which they named ‘Fort

Sandenburgh’.They sustained themselves by hunting, fishing and bartering with the local

Khoina, who included the Goringhaicona or ‘Strandlopers’ (beach-walkers) – led by one

Autshomao, also known as ‘Harry’. They were a small, feeble pauper-clan whose members

owned no cattle or sheep and scratched a living gathering sea-animals from rock pools. Jansz

and Proot maintained very cordial relations with the Goringhaicona, and the warmth of these

relations is interesting but somewhat puzzling. It is currently the fashion to portray the Khoina

of the time as pristine Arcadian folk, uncontaminated by contact with Westerners, but this is not

correct.By 1647 a great number of ships from countries like Portugal, Denmark, France, the



Netherlands and England had made landfall at the Cape on their way to or from the Far East.

Sporadic incidents of hostility towards visitors had been reported over the years – one point of

dispute being an urgent need by visitors for fresh meat, in the face of the Khoina inhabitants’

reluctance to part with significant numbers of cattle – but these were not of such a magnitude

to justify as drastic an action as the post-1510 Portuguese withdrawal.It is possible that the

Goringhaicona refrained from attacking the shipwrecked crew because they feared their

weapons. The Cape’s inhabitants were certainly familiar with firearms; as far back as 1595, for

example, during the first Dutch expedition to the Far East, cattle that had been acquired by

barter at Mossel Bay had been killed by musket-fire, to the astonishment and consternation of

the locals. But there were three other clans in the vicinity, two of them so large that they could

surely have overwhelmed Jansz and his men in spite of their superior firepower.Although the

Dutchmen’s firearms and cannon guarding Fort Sandenburgh provided a strong incentive for

peaceful relations, the most likely explanation is that a good trading relationship was more

satisfactory to all concerned, given the obviously transient nature of Jansz’s and Proot’s party

and the status it gave to Autshomao and his raggle-taggle band. The fundamentally important

fact was that Jansz’s party apparently co-existed very comfortably with the Khoina they

encountered.The Nieuw Haerlem’s survivors were finally picked up by a return-fleet from

Batavia commanded by Wollebrant Geleynsen de Jonge13 – one of whose passengers was

none other than a junior merchant named Jan van Riebeeck, returning home in mild

disgrace.Johan Antoniszoon van Riebeeck,14 to give him his full name, was a man of

considerable experience, although he was only in his early thirties. Born in the Dutch town of

Culemborg in 1619, he had followed in his father’s footsteps and become an apprentice ship’s

surgeon at the age of just ten. Later he accompanied his father on at least two voyages for the

Dutch West India Company.15In 1638 he accepted a post with the VOC as an assistant

surgeon and set off to the Dutch East Indies on 19 April 1639, in the merchantman Hof van

Holland, which was bound for Batavia (the VOC’s main eastern outpost in Indonesia) with a

large sum of money and about 250 soldiers, sailors, labourers, passengers and others. The

outward journey was made even longer and more unpleasant by the fact that after three

months at sea the Hof van Holland ran into a storm and was wrecked on the coast of Sierra

Leone. There its crew and passengers spent six miserable months before being picked up by a

passing outward-bound fleet.In September 1640, 15 months after leaving home, Van Riebeeck

finally arrived at Batavia, where he laid aside his scalpel and became a ‘penner’, or clerk. He

learnt fast and before long had been promoted to the rank of junior merchant. Then his career

was blighted when he followed the example of many of his colleagues and did some private

trading to augment his tiny salary. The ‘Honourable Company’, as it liked to call itself, frowned

intermittently on such freelance ventures, although they were quite common. Van Riebeeck

was caught in one such crackdown and dismissed from his post, although he stayed in the

Company’s service and was allowed to retain his rank and salary – surely an indication that his

transgressions had not been taken all that seriously. He was told to return to Amsterdam to

await further instructions, and in January 1648 sailed for home in the Indiaman De Coningh

van Polen. It was on this return journey that they encountered Jansz and his stranded crewmen

at the Cape.For 18 days the fleet lay at anchor in Table Bay while the Nieuw Haerlem’s cargo

was taken aboard De Jonge’s ships. As a supernumerary, Van Riebeeck had no part in this, so

he spent his time observing, making detailed notes and holding long discussions with Jansz

and Proot. The fleet then sailed away, its departure marred only by an unfortunate last-minute

altercation when, having been refused enough livestock for the journey home, some of the

VOC men killed seven or eight head of cattle without payment.This did not prevent Jansz and



Proot from describing the Khoina at the Cape as peace-loving, rather than hostile or warlike,

when they drew up a remonstrantie (memorandum) urging the Lords Seventeen to set up a

half-way house at the Cape. Asked for his comments, Van Riebeeck generally endorsed what

Jansz and Proot had said, although he was more cautious about the true depth of the locals’

love for peace. His observations had convinced him, too, that an outpost at the Cape should

include a rather more ambitious fort than Sandenburgh, not just to fend off the Khoina, but also

to prevent any attempt from outside to seize the outpost – the specific threat being the English

East India Company,16 the VOC’s main rival (and, from 1664 onwards, the French East India

Company17 as well). Perhaps the Lords Seventeen were already thinking about making better

use of the Cape, and the memorandum finally swayed them into taking action. The only other

operative station known to the VOC at the time lay on the opposite coast.Outward-bound

Portuguese ships customarily sailed around the tip of Africa to the west of Madagascar, to call

in at their very effective outpost in Moçambique, (today’s Mozambique), but both Dutch and

English ships were forced to proceed southeast of the great island and cut directly across the

Indian Ocean. As early as 1607 the VOC had tried to capture the Mozambique station, but had

been beaten off; had they succeeded, as the historian CR Boxer points out, ‘they might never

have decided to found a refreshment station at the Cape of Good Hope, and the whole course

of South African history would have been profoundly different.’18The VOC’s first preference

was for St Helena, but acquiring enough fresh meat there was a problem, and its ships had

taken to stopping off in Table Bay, where everything they needed was available. Fresh water

and naturally occurring fruits and greens, such as the anti-scorbutic wild sorrel, to ward off

scurvy were freely obtainable; fish and game were plentiful, and beef and mutton could be had

by trading with the indigenous clans. No doubt Van Riebeeck’s analysis of the benefits of a

Cape outpost struck some sympathetic chords at the notoriously frugal VOC’s head office in

Amsterdam:If, as Leendert [Jansz] proposes, you order your ships to touch at the Cape, I

believe that a great deal of preserved provisions would be economised on the outward voyage

and likewise wine; for if they pass without touching … the consequence is that the crews are

put on short water allowance and the meat and pork are boiled in salt water.Very little fresh

water is given to the crew to drink, but one or two glasses of wine are distributed to make up

for it, and though the wine is cordial and strengthening, the sailors remain none the less

subject to scurvy and similar diseases in consequence of the staleness of the food.But

refreshed at the Cape, the voyage can, with God’s blessing, be safely made to Batavia with the

ordinary provisions and wine allowance and fresh water, by which the Company would be

greatly benefitted, securing the health of the men and saving a great deal of preserved

provisions which are everywhere required in India, while now they are consumed by the crews

with the least benefit to themselves.Whatever the case, on 25 March 1651, the establishment

of a Cape outpost was approved, thereby setting in motion a train of events that would

drastically alter the history of southern Africa. Van Riebeeck was offered the appointment of

commander, and accepted.It was hardly a plum posting, but the favour of the mighty Lords

Seventeen was not to be spurned, and it is likely that as an intelligent and thoughtful man with

experience of the Batavian end of the VOC operation he saw how important the Cape would

become in the greater scheme of things. Dr Michael Gelfand suggests one explanation for Van

Riebeeck’s appointment as commander of the Cape outpost, in spite of his late problem in the

Far East:While the motivating force behind the settlement of the Cape was economic, it was

also intertwined with [the] medical factor, for extension of trade depended on the health of the

men who sailed the ships and, to a great extent, the maintenance of their health depended

upon winning the battle against scurvy – the sailors’ disease.That the Council of Seventeen



were thinking along these lines is underscored by the fact that they put the pioneer settlement

under the command of a medical man.19So on the morning of 6 April 1652 Van Riebeeck

stepped ashore for the first time after his arrival in Table Bay, accompanied by a small party

which included several musketeers carrying the cumbersome matchlock muskets called

arquebuses. Their arrival was witnessed by some of the local Khoina, armed with their spears

and bows and arrows. The nation of South Africa was about to be born.1 In Dutch: Vereenigde

Oost-Indische Compagnie, ‘United East-India Company’, founded 1602. Although not in its title,

the VOC also habitually used the term ‘Honourable’ to refer to itself, as did the English

‘Honourable East India Company’; old VOC documents are studded with the mark ‘Ed. Comp’,

i.e. Edele Compagnie or ‘Honourable Company’. In histories of the East Indies, however, the

English company is usually referred to by the acronym ‘HEIC’ and the Dutch by ‘VOC’.2 See

Sleigh, Dan, Die Buiteposte VOC-buiteposte onder Kaapse bestuur 1652–1795 [‘VOC

Outposts Under Cape Administration 1652–1795’], Pretoria: HAUM, 1993.3 See Grobbelaar,

Paul, Die Ontstaan van ’n Westerse Militêre Tradisie aan die Kaap tot 1795 [‘The Origins of a

Western Military Tradition at the Cape’], (unpublished MA thesis, University of Stellenbosch),

1993.4 Gelfand, Dr Michael, & PW Laidler, South Africa: Its Medical History, Cape Town: C

Struik, 1971.5 Eng: William I, Prince of Orange, ‘William the Silent’; Du.: Willem van Oranje,

Willem de Zwijger, (1533–1584).6 ‘Aelianus Tacticus’, also ‘Aelian’, a Greek writer of Rome

whose Taktike Theoria, c.106 AD, became a blueprint for Renaissance infantry combat tactics,

studied all over Europe and the Middle East, but perfected by the Dutch.7 The Greeks and

Romans made use of mounted troops as well, but cavalry did not begin to evolve into a major

combat arm, as the world was later to know it, until the 6th century AD, when armies in Europe

and the Middle East adopted a vitally important technological innovation: the solid-tree saddle

with cantle and stirrups.8 Also, more fully, Vereenigde Nederlantische Geoctroyeerde Oost-

Indische Compagnie.9 Also ‘Maluka’.10 Fluyt: Du, pr. ‘flight’; a broad-beamed, heavy cargo

ship of the 17th century.11 The Harrison chronometer, used for accurate determination of

longitude, was not available until the 1780s.12 Table Bay was a dangerous harbour when the

north-wester gales raged, and countless ships were driven ashore during the winter. Eventually

VOC ships wintered in False Bay, men bringing cargo and stores over the rough mountain

roads. Saldanha Bay possessed a much safer natural harbour, but it did not have enough fresh

water, timber, or a large, free indigenous pastoral population with which to barter for livestock.

In the end Cape Town’s advantages outweighed its disadvantages.13 Also Wollebrant Geleyns

de Jongh, or Jonge (1594–1674).14 Jan van Riebeeck (1619–1677), Dutch founding father of

Cape Town, and thereby the nation of South Africa.15 Geoctroyeerde Westindisches

Compagnie, ‘Chartered West Indian Company’; or ‘GWC’, founded 1621.16 Founded 1600,

known as the Honourable East India Company, later the ‘HEIC’, ‘EIC’, the ‘Honourable

Company or even ‘John Company’.17 La Compagne française des Indes orientales, formed in

1664 from the union of three other Indies companies covering Madagascar, China and India.18

Boxer, CR, The Dutch Seaborne Empire 1600–1800, London: Pelican Books, 1973.19 Gelfand,

Dr Michael, & Laidler, PW, op cit.Chapter 2 – The Company Moves Inland: Birth of the

CommandoCHAPTER 2THE COMPANY MOVES INLAND: BIRTH OF THE COMMANDOIn

popular mythology the arrival of Jan van Riebeeck represents the start of colonialism in South

Africa. In fact this is not so. Southward-moving migratory tribal groups and nations, some from

beyond the borders of present-day South Africa and others not, had been colonising their

neighbours and near-neighbours long before the first Europeans set foot on Africa’s southern

shores. In fact, the latest of these colonising tribal groups, the Xhosa, was engaged in

displacing the indigenous inhabitants south of the Fish River at just about the same time as the



VOC’s Cape outpost was being established.This certainly happened at the Cape of Good

Hope, which had been invaded and colonised many centuries before the VOC’s birth by the

people formerly called ‘Hottentots’ and now known variously as ‘Khoi’, ‘Khoikhoi’, ‘Khoina’,

‘Khoisan’, ‘Khoekhoen’, ‘Kwekwena’, ‘Kwena’ and ‘Quena’ – of which ‘Kwena’ or ‘Quena’ seem

to be the closest phonetic equivalent to what they called themselves, regardless of the

currently accepted spelling ‘Khoina’ (see appendices).The true origin of the Cape Khoina is a

matter of heated controversy, because they have long since vanished as a cohesive population

and cultural group. A plausible mainstream theory about how they ended up at the Cape,

however, is propagated in the authoritative book Khoikhoi and the Founding of White South

Africa, by the American academic, Prof Richard Elphick of the Wesleyan University, who made

an intensive study of the early history of the Cape in the 1970s and 1980s. Elphick holds that

they stemmed from certain nomadic hunter-gatherer family groups, roaming in the area of

present-day Botswana, who turned themselves into sheep and cattle graziers at some stage in

the distant past.It was a seminal moment in their history. They became skilled at manufacturing

spearheads, arrowheads and other implements, and grew taller and stronger than the hunter-

gatherers who had remained undifferentiated – possibly because they had more access to

milk, a proven growth food (although this is not universally accepted). Elphick speculates that

these proto-Khoina did not totally abandon their traditional folk-way. Unlike most other such

groups, they did not settle down and become cultivators. They remained nomads who relied on

gathering berries and other veld food, but wandered much further afield than their hunter-

gatherer forebears because of the perpetual need for water and grazing for their flocks and

herds. Separate streams of Khoina started moving south and west at least a thousand years

before Jan van Riebeeck’s arrival. The westward-bound groups ended up in what is now

Namaqualand, while the others meandered southwards and then westwards, which finally

brought them to what is now the Cape of Good Hope.Here they encountered undifferentiated

hunter-gatherers and, inevitably, came into conflict with them because of the vastly different

paths their cultures and lifestyles had taken.These hunter-gatherers – whom the Khoina came

to label with a variety of insulting names such as ‘Sanqua’ (which has been variously translated

as ‘robbers’ and ‘naked men’: see appendices) – probably called themselves by the click-name

‘!Kung’. A later term for them, ‘Bushman’, is now considered insulting in some academic circles

and is spurned in favour of what Elphick describes as a ‘quasi-ethnic’ term, ‘San’.The social

structure of the San was of the most rudimentary, consisting of family groups of about 25 to 50

people. There was no social hierarchy because all were equal inside that group; they owned

nothing and everything, because the riches of the open veld were there for all to harvest

according to their needs. However, their Johnny-come-lately opponents, the Khoina, were a

different matter altogether. There was no Khoina nation as such; they clustered in large and

small clans which could consist of anything from a few score to several thousand members,

and which might or might not be connected to others by blood, marriage or common interest –

or be bitter enemies. Each clan was strictly hierarchical in structure, with a hereditary chief or

headman.The clans owned no land in the modern sense, but they were no longer pure nomads

either, because although they roamed like all livestock-herders, the roaming took place within

particular territories to which they claimed customary rights. These rights of occupation were

so substantially accepted that it was the practice for strangers to seek permission to use such

areas, and hand over some form of gift for the privilege of doing so. This applied particularly to

water sources, and simply using a clan’s water without going through the traditional formalities

was usually regarded as an act of aggression.The major point of conflict between the Khoina

and the original inhabitants was the concept of privately owned domestic livestock. The San



hunter-gatherers saw no essential difference between an ox or sheep and a free-roaming

antelope. This was intolerable to the Khoina, in whose society a family’s wealth and status was

measured not by land holdings but by the numbers of livestock it possessed. They clashed

repeatedly, and in time the Khoina overwhelmed the hunter-gatherers by a combination of

warfare and absorption. Some of the hunter-gatherers became virtual serfs of the Khoina, and

every man’s hand was turned against those who had not allowed themselves to be absorbed

into the conquerors’ orbit of influence.The pre-1652 Cape of Good Hope was not a paradise of

peace and plenty. The clans were peculiarly vulnerable to famine and poverty resulting from

droughts or livestock diseases, and the constant competition for water and grazing resulted in

sporadic cattle-raiding, protracted vendettas and even small wars. Looking back now, there is a

curious similarity between the constantly shifting alliances at the Cape and (albeit on a larger

scale) those in Europe.By the time Van Riebeeck arrived, pejorative names were also being

applied by more prosperous Khoina to their fellows who had lost their livestock, through war or

natural disaster, and had been forced to revert to a hunter-gatherer way of life; knowing no

better and baffled by the Khoina click-language, the VOC men adopted the names as well, or

simply called the hunter-gatherers (or the pauper-Khoina, or both) ‘bosjesmannen’, meaning

‘Bushmen’: people who lived in the bush.Van Riebeeck and his small contingent of men,

women and children knew very little about the Cape, its inhabitants or even its seasons, and

part of the steep and often arduous learning curve that awaited them was to make sense of the

local military situation with its unstable alliances and deeply rooted custom of preying on others

when the circumstances required it. Their ignorance of the traditional protocols concerning land

and water use was an added complication.Neither they nor the Khoina realised just how fragile

the long-established indigenous societal structure was. Up to this time it had not really been

affected by the fleeting contacts some of its clans had had with passing ships, but a permanent

European presence at the Cape was to cause it to crumble, as a page of an ancient book

disintegrates when touched by a human hand.Richard Elphick identifies two main areas of

vulnerability in the Cape’s pre-1652 Khoina society. The first was a degree of sophistication

after more than a century of trading with passing ships, and the second an extreme

individuality resulting from their nomadic cattle-herding way of life, the result being that ‘they

enjoyed neither the isolation of a small-scale society nor the strong traditions and institutions of

a large-scale society – both of which can be sources of conservatism’:The pastoral Khoikhoi

were in no way parochial, being well informed of tribes hundreds of miles away to which they

were bound by trade, and in many cases common culture. Their perspective was much broader

than the local hunting bands which later put up fierce and protracted resistance to European

penetration.Khoikhoi had come to appreciate goods and services which economies other than

their own could provide, and consequently they later showed little hesitation in trading with

Europeans. They were familiar with a ‘labour’ system whereby clients from one tribe worked for

employers in another, and they were to have no objections on principle to taking employment in

the European colony.… Confronted by the [European encroachment] on their ancestral

pastures, Khoikhoi were to prove comparatively passive; against the threat of rapid social and

cultural innovation, they were to offer remarkably little resistance.1However, the ‘Honourable

Company’ of the VOC had a very clear conception of what it wanted at the Cape: a way-station

whose primary purpose was not to make a profit but to service the ships proceeding to and

from the jewel in the Dutch trading crown, the settlement at Batavia (at today’s Indonesian

capital of Jakarta). In theory Van Riebeeck’s tasks were simple enough, although they were to

prove rather more complicated in practice. He was to raise or trade for meat, fruit, grain and

vegetables with which to supply passing VOC ships (and other vessels, at a price); establish a



repair facility where any damage suffered on passage could be made good; provide for the

recuperation of ailing sailors; and generally ensure the safety of the outpost against all internal

and external dangers.He was strictly enjoined against ventures such as establishing a colony,

trying to convert the locals to Christianity or making war on them if this could be avoided, since

all such pursuits would cost money and be a distraction from his primary task. The VOC was

interested in building wealth rather than empires, and what it wanted was a 17th-century

version of today’s roadside truck-stop, a branch office of Batavia that would be governed

according to the Batavian regulations.The Cape outpost was eventually to grow far beyond

what had been planned, and its history was to take several turns not envisaged in the wildest

dreams of the Lords Seventeen. This was mainly due to two socio-cultural factors which

nobody took into account when the decision to establish the Cape outpost was made.Firstly,

the Khoina were not cultivators, which meant that Van Riebeeck was not able to trade for the

large quantities of wheat needed to bake ship’s biscuit or bread for the long haul to Batavia; he

would have to grow it himself. Secondly, because the Khoina did not regard livestock merely as

items of specific value but as status symbols, they were reluctant to barter them away in the

numbers Van Riebeeck required.The fates of nations and peoples often depend on such

extraneous considerations: it is conceivable that if Van Riebeeck had been able to obtain

enough livestock and grain by barter, the Cape settlement would never have expanded much

beyond what the Lords Seventeen had originally envisaged, and the Khoina would have waxed

fat during their transition to modern times. As it was, however, the local circumstances gave

rise to a number of unforeseen developments that, among other things, soon had military

repercussions.Van Riebeeck came ashore on 6 April 1652 with about 120 men, women and

children (including between 70 and 80 soldiers who were also to be used as labourers), a very

small number of livestock for breeding purposes, some stores and tools and a set of detailed

instructions from the Lords Seventeen in which his priorities were set out.The origins of his

handful of soldiers – the first professional fighting men in southern Africa’s history – have

always been more or less ignored by most commentators, who have generally assumed that

they were Europeans. But it is a fact that at least some of them were ‘Mardijkers’,2 soldiers

recruited in Amboina in the southern Molucca Islands archipelago, from which the VOC had

earlier expelled the Portuguese. It was not, therefore, an entirely white European force which

first landed with Van Riebeeck on the Cape.Van Ribeeck’s first order of business was to bring

certain raw materials ashore and construct a ‘serviceable wooden building in which to lodge

the people and likewise all the tools’ as a ‘temporary defence against the natives, who are a

very rough lot’.3 One wonders how seriously the Lords Seventeen really were when they wrote

this, given the fact that they were virtually marooning him at the edge of the known world with

only a handful of soldiers who were also expected to double as labourers.Once the wooden

building had been completed and ‘placed in a proper state of defence’, he was to construct the

‘Fort de Goede Hoop’ near the Varsche Riviere, or Fresh River, the stream of sweet mountain

water from which generations of passing mariners had refilled their casks. This was to be done

in such a way that ‘the said river shall be led through or around the fort … Accommodation

shall be provided for 70 or 80 men within the fort in order that the whole garrison may be

lodged within it.’Only then was he to reconnoitre the surrounding countryside for grazing for his

livestock and decide on a suitable site where his horticulturalist, the aptly named Hendrik

Boom (‘Tree’ in Dutch), could establish the fruit and vegetable plantation that was such an

important part of the outpost’s reason for existence.No doubt he knew from the start just how

precarious his situation was. His total military force was laughably small and his resources

were even scantier than intended, because a return-fleet that had been scheduled to provide



extra provisions and labour had reached the Cape before him, and had not been able to wait

for his arrival before departing once again. Van Riebeeck wasted no time. On 10 April 1652,

only three days after first going ashore, he had selected the best site for the Fort De Goede

Hoop, approximately where part of Cape Town’s central post office building stands today, and

set his men to work on building the square clay-walled stronghold.His problems began

immediately. The fort’s design was not complicated, but late autumn was a bad time of year to

start building, and the builders were soon treated to a miserably wet and windy Cape winter,

which turned the excavations into morasses of mud, while the newcomers huddled in their

leaky tents.His tiny labour pool soon became depleted by constant illness; in addition, he was

short of the high-calorie food required for hard physical labour, and the timber he had brought

with him cracked badly in the unfamiliar climate. But the dark, stocky Van Riebeeck was

possessed of youthful energy and an unquenchable optimism; by August, the fort had been

completed and he and his followers were able to occupy it.Further improvements and additions

were made in the ensuing months. By April 1653 Van Riebeeck was able to report to the Lords

Seventeen that the curtain walls between the bastions had proved adequately weatherproof,

although one of the wooden storage and accommodation buildings inside the fort had been

unable to stand up to the south-easterly gales; another building he mentions in this despatch is

thought to have been the first with a thatched roof at the Cape.A year later Van Riebeeck

managed to fire 60 000 ‘fine red bricks, like Leyden bricks’, and set to work on his first masonry

building, a store. Soon afterwards he reported to the Lords Seventeen that it was ‘nearly

completed … All the houses inside [the fort] we intend to build in the same way, that they may

be fireproof.’ He added: ‘We also, in course of time, intend to cover the outside of the fort with

brick, where the sods are now well-fixed with palisades taken from the Cape forest: so that

henceforth we require no material from Batavia’.4Brick-making continued on a large scale, and

one by one the original timber storerooms, barracks, guardroom and main gateway were

replaced by more durable structures. In the end the fort itself was never bricked over, no doubt

because the tiny outpost simply did not have the resources to do so, and on several occasions

repairs had to be made to portions of the walls which had begun to crumble.But crumbling

walls were only part of Van Riebeeck’s concerns: his main problem was finding enough food to

feed his people. The provisions he had brought with him ran out in September 1652, and his

first attempt at growing wheat yielded disappointing results; it had been planted at the wrong

time of year, the soil of the Table Valley was poor and the variable weather conditions did not

make for good harvests.Consequently this first period at the Cape was marked by a constant

struggle to obtain enough to eat – and this lasted some five or six years. Van Riebeeck’s

foraging parties ranged far and wide to catch fish, gather seabirds’ eggs and hunt for penguins,

seals and other edible local fauna. He even sent an expedition on the perilous voyage to distant

Madagascar to obtain rice.In spite of all his efforts, however, he found himself in the

embarrassing situation of having to cadge food from the very ships he was supposed to supply.

On one occasion some of his soldiers were actually reduced to devouring a dead and no doubt

distinctly aromatic baboon they had found on the slopes of Table Mountain.The food problem

eventually threatened the very existence of the Cape outpost. By 1654, according to Dr Dan

Sleigh, ‘it was … time to take stock of the situation and to recommend … the shutting down of

the station if there were no reasonable hope of success.’5Van Riebeeck’s most intractable food

problem involved the acquisition of additional livestock, particularly the cattle he needed both

as draught animals and as food for both the outpost and passing ships. By 1654 he had

managed to accumulate 230 cattle and 583 sheep, but this was still far from adequate for his

needs, and protecting the livestock from both human and animal predators was a constant



concern. The early records tell of lions and leopards scaling the wall of the fort’s southern

hornwork (outer enclosure) to make free with the precious cattle and sheep. On Christmas Day

of 1652 Van Riebeeck recorded in his journal that ‘last night a sheep in the kraal was almost

half-devoured by a wild beast, in spite of the fact that one man went about the kraal all through

the night with musket and burning slow-match.’ On another occasion several marauding lions

were chased out of the kraal by gunfire and noise kicked up by the sentries. Another peril was

the intermittent theft by local Khoina, who resented the incursion of the Company’s cattle on

their customary grazing land. Although not habitual rustlers, they had a long tradition of

snatching other people’s livestock as an act of protest or war.A solution to the problem of

cultivating appropriate quantities of wheat was easier to find, although it was to bring problems

of its own. Having learnt from painful experience that the Table Valley would not yield good

grain, Van Riebeeck turned to the adjacent valley, through which ran a river he had named the

Liesbeeck.The valley was not only fertile and well-watered but also heavily forested with the

sort of tall, straight timber he needed for building and ship repairs. He decided to fence in and

fortify the Liesbeeck Valley, then establish two kinds of farms – ‘buitenposten’ or out-stations

directly managed by VOC officials, and others run by a new class of man, the so-called

‘vrijburghers’ or free citizens, (lit. ‘free burghers’) consisting of Company servants who

volunteered to be released from their contracts to work on their own account.In February of

1657 Van Riebeeck created these first free burghers. They would be released from their

contracts with the VOC and allocated land, livestock and materials. What they harvested and

bred would then be sold to the Company. They would also have to contribute to the defence of

their holdings if the need arose; if they did not perform as required they could be recalled to

Company service.6In the event not all free burghers were farmers. Others became wood-

cutters, and yet others were licensed to catch fish, collect seabirds’ eggs, kill and salt down

penguins or hunt seals for their meat and oil. One group, which came to be known as the

‘Saldanhavaarders’, or ‘Saldanha voyagers’, soon established itself at the very safe anchorage

of Saldanha Bay, and specialised in transporting such commodities, and any livestock which

could be bartered from the sparse population of Khoina in the area. For this purpose they used

a variety of small shallow-draught vessels, some privately owned and others the property of

the VOC.The system did not always work as intended – various free burghers abandoned their

stated purpose and drifted back to the outpost to set up drinking-shops, while one group

absconded on board a homeward-bound ship. But overall it served well enough, and the free

burgher class was to have a lasting impact on developments in southern Africa.Van Riebeeck’s

plan for the Liesbeeck Valley called for setting up several out-stations, the names of some of

which survive to this day. They include Rustenburg, now a famous girls’ school in the suburb of

Rondebosch, Groote Schuur (‘Great Barn’), which much later became the site of one of South

Africa’s iconic buildings; and ‘t Nieuwe Land, the current suburb of Newlands or Nuweland, the

scene of many famous rugby and cricket matches in the modern era.In the next three years

Van Riebeeck built several small redoubts between the out-stations that were manned around

the clock by soldiers of the garrison: Duijnhoop, west of the Salt River estuary, already existed,

but nearby two redoubts were added, Kijckuijt and Keert-De-Koe on the opposite bank of the

Salt River at the wagon-drift; the Coornhoop guard-house on the lower slopes of Devil’s Peak

near the Liesbeeck; and the Houdt-den-Bul guard-house.He also constructed a shoulder-high

fence, partly of poles and partly of stacked reeds and shrubs, and along one section of the

13km-long boundary planted wild almonds and thorn-bushes which, he hoped, would grow

within three or four years to a strong and well-nigh impenetrable hedge.There is still some

debate about the purpose of the almond hedge, the remnants of which are to be seen to this



day. It has been described in some circles as an early apartheid measure the main aim of

which was to keep the Khoina out of the Liesbeeck Valley, but there is a certain lack of logic in

such an assertion. Since the rest of the boundary fencing was clearly to prevent livestock from

straying or being easily driven away, there would have been no sense in making only one

section of it people-proof, a manifestly futile task in any case, since no hedge would have

stopped a determined intruder. Elphick’s opinion is that the hedge was ‘aimed not so much at

keeping Khoikhoi out of the colony as stopping them from driving out colonial cattle.’7Van

Riebeeck’s aim was quite clearly to use the various redoubts and guard-houses not just as

strongholds but also as bases for mobile patrolling and ‘fire brigade’ tasks, much like the mile-

castles along Hadrian’s Wall in Britain. It must be remembered that the outpost had introduced

a new species of animal that was to be the boon companion of the South African soldier and

civilian alike for centuries to come, the horse.The expansion along the Liesbeeck, while

beneficial to the outpost’s ability to perform its primary task, also brought the first serious clash

between the Company and the Khoina. The so-called ‘Peninsular’ Khoina clan had long used

the lush Liesbeeck Valley for summer grazing, as had the Cochoqua clan from the Saldanha

Bay area. In spite of some reconciliatory efforts by Van Riebeeck friction began almost

immediately after the first free burghers established themselves there in 1657.Sporadically

cattle would be stolen, standing wheat damaged and buildings fired when the opportunity

presented itself, and the free burghers became increasingly aggressive-minded as they saw

the fruits of their labours being destroyed. Van Riebeeck held them in check and persevered

with his orders to maintain peaceful relationships with the Khoina, but with ever-diminishing

success. In May 1659 a Peninsular alliance, forged by a Khoina leader named Doman, went on

the war-path during the typically wet autumn weather, striking at the free burghers’ crops,

homes, livestock and other property. This is known as the ‘First Khoina War’.The outpost itself

was in no danger, since Doman’s warriors did not have the ability or presumably even the

desire to overwhelm the fort, but by the time the so-called war ended with a negotiated peace

treaty the following year, the Company’s men had learnt a few salutary lessons.One was that

the main infantry personal weapon in Van Riebeeck’s armoury, the cumbersome matchlock

musket or arquebus, was totally unsuited to the hit-and-run type of warfare which was clearly

the sort of thing to be expected at the Cape. The arquebus was inaccurate, slow to load and so

long and heavy that it had to be used in conjunction with a forked rest. Discharging it required a

complicated firing sequence: pressing the trigger activated a hammer in whose jaws was

gripped a section of burning slow-match cord; the hammer then introduced the burning end of

the cord to the priming powder in the pan next to the touch-hole, which led to the main charge

of powder in the chamber of the barrel. If all went well, the main charge then went off.

Frequently it did not – either because the touch-hole had been blocked by debris from a

previous shot or because wet weather had extinguished the slow-match or dampened the

powder. The matchlock was, to put it mildly, a distinctly unreliable form of ignition, especially in

wet Cape weather. The matchlocks did not even provide a psychological advantage, since long

experience with passing ships had made the Khoina thoroughly familiar with both the concept

of firearms and their capabilities.Another lesson was that conventional European-style infantry

and tactics served little purpose at the Cape. The typical VOC soldier was heavily laden and

trained to fight in ranks and files against similarly organised opponents, his principal methods

consisting of tightly controlled volley-firing, followed by hand-to-hand combat with the bayonet

or sword.This meant that he had very little chance of achieving anything when faced with an

elusive, fleet-footed Khoina warrior who travelled very light and made use of his local

knowledge to mount unexpected attacks, followed by swift withdrawals.The bottom line was



that the regular VOC infantry soldier could provide a static or semi-static guard presence and

mount an effective defence against outside attack, but in the bush he was completely

outclassed. What was needed was a fast-moving mounted musketeer who could react

immediately and take the fighting to the enemy, rather than wage a defensive war. Volley-firing

was a waste of time: what counted was hits per shot.Van Riebeeck set immediately about

rectifying his weaknesses. He obtained more horses from Batavia, established a breeding

herd, and improved his firepower, urgently requesting more ‘snaphaan’8 muskets, of which he

already had a few, to replace the obsolescent arquebus.The snaphaan, or ‘snaphaunce’, was

an early type of flintlock, then coming into general service in all European armies. It was much

lighter and handier than an arquebus, so that the cumbersome forked rest was not required,

and had a far superior means of ignition: When the trigger was pulled, the ‘cock’ with its flint

clamped in its jaws, snapped forward against a hinged steel frizzen-plate, causing a shower of

sparks and white-hot metal shards. The sparks and fragments then ignited gunpowder in the

small flapped pan below the frizzen, and the resulting flash travelled through the adjacent

touch-hole to ignite the main charge.Although by no means foolproof (misfires could result from

several causes, ranging from worn flints to blocked touch-holes) the snaphaan was not only

lighter but far less sensitive to weather conditions, and with alterations the flintlock system

would remain the principal method of firearm ignition world-wide until well into the 19th

century.Van Riebeeck’s innovations, elementary as they might seem to modern eyes,

represented a quantum leap in the context of that particular time and place. The snaphaans

would provide soldiers and free burghers with a more reliable ‘reach’ than the Khoina’s

distance weapons, the spear and arrow, and the horses would counteract their mobility.The

South African mounted infantryman had been born, and he had come to stay. As Lt RJ Haines

succinctly put it:The early history of white South Africa was dominated by the figure of the

armed horseman. Not a cavalryman in the accepted sense of the word, the South African

horse-soldier was usually a mounted infantryman, for he fought on foot but used horses to

secure that mobility which became essential in operations in South African conditions.9More

than four decades later, Haines’s remarks remain valid except in one respect: It was not just

the early history of white South Africa that was dominated by the mounted soldier. South

African wars, regardless of their causes, have never been uni-racial affairs. In the 18th and

19th centuries the concept of the mounted infantryman was to spread far and wide as it was

embraced by a variety of tribes, peoples and nations in what later became South Africa. In the

process it changed the course of common southern African history.The first part-time ‘Burgher

Militia’ units were established in 1658 or 1659 in direct response to the war with the Khoina.

Residents of Cape Town were enrolled in a more or less orthodox infantry contingent, while the

free burghers were organised into mounted groups. The stage was now set for the evolution of

two distinct types of tactics and organisations. The regular uniformed soldiers and infantry

militiamen would retain basic European-style doctrines and procedures, as their main role was

to ward off attack, but the free burghers would begin to develop a new style of warfare that in

essence consisted of Khoina-style mobility and shock tactics, executed with firearms and

horses. Van Riebeeck did not realise it, but his decision to expand into the Liesbeeck Valley

and establish the free burgher class would lay the foundation for the blending of Khoina and

European military tactics that was to affect all of southern Africa for the next three

centuries.The development of the new mounted system took place over many years, and did

not always co-exist comfortably with the European orthodoxy of the garrison’s regulars. During

the first decades an expeditionary force would always be led by an officer of the garrison, but

the general lack of manpower of all kinds meant that he would command a distinctly mixed



bag.Typically his followers would be a combination of regulars from the garrison, free burghers

and sometimes Khoina, since various clans had no scruples about allying themselves with or

enlisting the help of the VOC against their fellows for the purpose of settling old scores or

differences of opinion. Early expeditions achieved only limited success ‘because the

commanders were not versed in the habits of the Khoi,’10 and, no doubt, were not very

receptive to advice from a bunch of farmers and clansmen who made up most of their troops.In

1671 there was another series of clashes with elements of the Khoina. By now the new system

had undergone further development, and a mixed force of soldiers and free burghers could

undertake a follow-up operation that led them a significant distance inland. A similar operation

was mounted in 1674, involving 50 soldiers and 50 free burghers, and in 1676 there was an

even larger one, consisting of soldiers, free burghers and allied Khoina.In 1676 these burgher

units received a name that still endures with honour everywhere except in the country of its

birth: ‘commando’. Originally ‘commando’ meant an order, mission or task, but in time it also

came to be used as a designation for a specific type of irregular fighting unit that operated

under official authority, as opposed to an ad hoc band of vigilantes.11It is not often noted as

significant, but this new system involved a quantum leap for the Khoina as well. The allied

Khoina who went on such expeditions had now started moving away from the pre-1652

manner of clan warfare with its concentration on spears, bows and fighting-oxen. They had

begun to evolve into mounted infantrymen, a role in which they and their descendants were to

become expert during the centuries ahead. It is possible that Khoina clansmen played a much

more prominent role in the early cattle-retrieving and exploring expeditions than is now

recognised, and that each foray included a substantial but unrecorded element of indigenous

allies. Lt-Col. Paul Grobbelaar, who has made an intensive study of the early Cape military, has

no doubt about the fact that this was so. In correspondence with the author he says

emphatically: ‘My research indicates that there were no completely “white” commandos. It was

the presence of the Khoi that led to the development of commando tactics and provided the

great stimulus for the development of the system …’12The commando system continued to

expand and evolve as the 17th century moved to a close. The VOC military commander

retained overall control over the commandos’ activities, but as early as 1688 the free burghers

were given the right to respond to a local emergency without having first to run it by the Castle

if a rapid reaction were required. This did not give the free burghers carte blanche, since they

remained subject to military control, but it allowed them to react immediately, eg, to cases of

livestock theft, when a swift follow-up could spell the difference between success and failure.It

is generally accepted that the true commando system, as it was later seen in various parts of

South Africa, reached its final basic form during the period 1700 to 1715. The Netherlands –

and therefore the VOC’s army and navy – was becoming involved in hostilities with France, and

few regular troops could be spared for anything but essential garrison duties in the Cape

defences. This meant that the proportion of regulars in commando expeditions began to

dwindle. There was a case in 1701 when a commando sent out against some Bushmen in the

Land van Waveren (today’s Tulbagh district) consisted of 10 garrison soldiers and 30 irregulars,

but control remained firmly in official hands.However, November 1715 brought about a

landmark in the development of the commando, when an officer of the Burgher Militia, Ensign

Schalk Willemsz van der Merwe, was nominated to lead a 30-man commando, consisting

entirely of irregulars, for operations against Bushman raiders in the Piketberg area. Van der

Merwe’s expedition did not achieve any great success, but historically it was a watershed

event: 60 years after its very small beginnings, the commando system with its mounted citizen-

soldiers had finally emerged as a separate concept, and one which later proved that it was not



to be trifled with.1 Elphick, Richard, Khoikhoi and the Founding of White South Africa,

Johannesburg: Ravan Press, 1985.2 The Mardijker people were the descendants of freed

slaves, originally in Batavia (Jakarta). A remnant of the Portuguese penetration into the Far

East, they were the mulatto descendants of soldiers or colonists who had opted to stay behind

after the Dutch had taken over the spice islands. Their mother tongue was Portuguese; some

were Muslims but the majority appear to have been Christians, many converting from

Catholicism to the Protestant faith; given that the VOC later exempted free Muslims from

compulsory military service because they were not Christians, Van Riebeeck’s contingent was

probably drawn from the former Catholic section. ‘Mardijker’ is also said to be a corrupted

version of the word ‘merdeka’, meaning ‘freedom’ and lingered on into the 19th century.3

Sleigh, Dr Dan, Die Buiteposte, op cit.4 Ibid.5 Ibid.6 Ibid.7 Ibid.8 Anglicised into ‘snaphaunce’

or ‘snaphance’; a forerunner of the flintlock mechanism which was to become the standard for

the next two hundred years.9 Included in Bouch, Captain RJ, Infantry in South Africa, Pretoria:

SADF Documentation Service, 1977.10 Grobbelaar, Paul, op cit.11 In later years ‘commando’

came to have such a renowned meaning that at the start of World War II Britain’s Prime

Minister Winston Churchill, a veteran of the Second Anglo-Boer War, personally conferred it on

his newly established special raiding forces, because he considered them to have the same

fighting ethos as the Boer commandos.12 This would explain two rather puzzling aspects

about these expeditions – their perilously small recorded size and their ability to track down the

veld-wise raiders. There is indisputable evidence that the Cape clans shared a broad cultural

identity but not a national one, and that therefore men of one clan did not hesitate to join forces

with the VOC in acting against another. In addition, all were opposed to the ‘wild’ Bushmen –

ie, the ones who had not become virtual serfs of the clans, and made free with any Khoina

livestock they could lay their hands on.Chapter 3 – A New Society and the Passing of the

KhoinaCHAPTER 3A NEW SOCIETY AND THE PASSING OF THE KHOINAThere is a

common belief that, generally speaking, the Cape’s early population consisted of a substantial

number of increasingly marginalised Khoina and Bushmen, expatriate or locally born whites,

people of mixed white and Khoina blood and slaves of mainly Indonesian extraction. This belief

might serve the various purposes of certain observers, but it is totally erroneous.By the

beginning of the 18th century a complex demographic mix was emerging at the Cape that

exerted a significant influence on society as a whole. This can be seen in the works of

researchers such as Dr HF Heese.1 Heese dug deep into many decades of carefully kept VOC

records to sketch the emergence between 1652 and 1795 of a distinct mini-society at the Cape

which was based on group or social status rather than race, and allowed for a surprising

amount of upward social mobility.In the early years, broadly speaking, the Cape outpost’s

population consisted of a very small upper crust in the form of the higher VOC officials, and

below them, in descending order of status, the free burghers, lower-ranking Company servants

and the like. Off to one side were the Khoina, who remained a free people because it was not

Company policy to enslave or oppress local inhabitants, or even quarrel with them except in

the line of business – and at the Cape, the main business of the Company was not to found a

colony, or fight wars, but to conduct a vigorous barter trade for cattle and sheep. To do that

naturally required a substantial free indigenous population with livestock for sale.Some Khoina

maintained their old nomadic lifestyle, while others placed themselves voluntarily under the

jurisdiction of the VOC, by taking paid employment with the free burghers or the Company

itself, or even invoking its protection against their fellows.This state of affairs did not, however,

solve a major problem: the Cape outpost’s need for labour, both skilled and semi-skilled. The

Khoina who took service with the VOC, especially in the early days, were skilled herdsmen and



shepherds, but the Company needed workers for a variety of other tasks. The only way to

address the perennial shortage of labour was to import slaves. Two groups of slaves, totalling

303 souls, were brought in from the Portuguese-ruled colonies of Angola and Guinea in the

ship Amersfoort in 1658.These were not the first slaves to set foot at the Cape, which by then

had already acquired a grand total of eight women and four men. The very first of them

appears to have been one Abraham van Batavia, who arrived as a stowaway in 1653 and

claimed to have run away from his owner in Batavia, one Cornelis Lichthart. He was allowed to

stay on and was put to work – a reflection, no doubt, of the general scarcity of labour at the

Cape.The other slaves had been brought to the Cape by their owners, and it has been claimed

that some Asian convicts were brought to the Cape as early as 1654, as well as others from

Madagascar and Java in 1657. But the 1658 contingent seems to have been the first group of

significant size, although about 80 were then sent on to Batavia. After objections from the

Dutch West India Company, which had the monopoly on trade west of the Cape, later batches

of slaves were imported from Mozambique as well as Madagascar. These were followed by

Asian contingents of slaves, political exiles and some freemen who came of their own

volition.Contrary to popular belief, the largest single ethnic group, over 50% of the total,

according to the respected Cape Malay historian Achmat Davids, came from Bengal,

Coromandel, the Malabar Coast and elsewhere in India, and, he says, formed the embryo of

the Cape Muslim community – often thought to have been founded by the substantial number

of later arrivals from Indonesia (especially the Celebes, Java and later Macassar) and

Ceylon.2In time the Guineans and Asians in particular provided many craftsmen and

craftswomen, their skills either learned after their arrival or, as was often the case with the

Asians in particular, brought with them. The slaves (and, of course, the Mardijkers and others)

introduced yet another element into the Cape’s increasingly tangled demographic and

economic mix.Their arrival unintentionally helped to ease yet another pressing problem at the

Cape outpost, a great shortage of unattached women. Only a handful of the people in the

outpost, mainly members of the VOC’s upper-crust, had been able to bring their families with

them, while the traditionalist Khoina clans frowned on marriage and casual sexual liaisons

between whites and their women.

Assegais Drums Dragoons A Military And Social history sample, Assegais Drums Dragoons A

Military And Social History history sample, Assegais Drums Dragoons A Military And Social

history of, Assegais Drums Dragoons A Military And Social history pdf, Assegais Drums

Dragoons A Military And Social history review, Assegais Drums Dragoons A Military And

Social history oxford, Assegais Drums Dragoons A Military And Social History history review,

Assegais Drums Dragoons A Military And Social History history oxford, Assegais Drums

Dragoons A Military And social media, Assegais Drums Dragoons A Military And

social security, Assegais Drums Dragoons A Military And social institutions, Assegais Drums

Dragoons A Military and civilians, Assegais Drums Dragoons A Military and civilization,

Assegais Drums Dragoons A military id, Assegais Drums Dragoons A military base, Assegais

Drums Dragoons A military discount, Assegais Drums dragoons 2, Assegais Drums

dragoons 3, Assegais Drums dragoons 1, Assegais Drums dragoons pride

The book by Willem Steenkamp has a rating of  5 out of 5.0. 3 people have provided feedback.

Cover Description Quotes Title Page Foreword Introduction Chapter 1 – A Golden Thread is

Woven Chapter 2 – The Company Moves Inland: Birth of the Commando Chapter 3 – A New

http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Eamo/OPMw/zzeVl/Assegais-Drums-and-Dragoons-A-Military-And-Social-History-Of-The-Cape


Society and the Passing of the Khoina Chapter 4 – Guarding the Cape Chapter 5 – Military Life

at the Cape in the Early Years Chapter 6 – The Final Flowering Chapter 7 – Countdown for the

VOC Chapter 8 – Invasion Chapter 9 – Oaths and Insurrections Chapter 10 – ‘De Kaap is weer

Hollands!’ Chapter 11 – Local Forces and Distant Threats Chapter 12 – Crisis in Europe – and

a Fateful Decision Chapter 13 – Prelude to Battle Chapter 14 – ‘A Most Tremendous Fire’

Chapter 15 – Long Live King George! Epilogue – What if … ? Photo Section Appendices

Bibliography Copyright Page



Language: English

File size: 4516 KB

Text-to-Speech: Enabled

Screen Reader: Supported

Enhanced typesetting: Enabled

X-Ray: Not Enabled

Word Wise: Enabled

Print length: 376 pages

Lending: Not Enabled

http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/d

